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Choosing Your Course – Year 10 in 2022 
 

 Next year you will be in Year 10. Your course of study has mostly compulsory 
subjects but there are some optional subjects that you must choose.  

 The year 10 course is designed to continue giving you a broad and general course 
which is important for your development at this stage.  

 The option choices you make are also important as these decisions will affect the 
subjects available to you in the senior school in years to come. 

 In 2019 we moved to a semester system. Options will be in semesters of half 
a year each. A semester is the same as two terms. 

 
 
You must give careful thought to choosing your subjects, making sure they are the right 
ones for you. You should discuss your ideas with people who can help you make a wise 
decision. This could include parents, dean, form and subject teachers, careers teacher, 
people who work in a job that interests you, people whose opinion you trust. 
 
Some important questions that will help you make decisions about your option choice are: 

 

What subjects interest me? 
What subjects have I enjoyed in Year 9? 

What job or career do I want? 
What am I good at? 

 
 

The Year 10 Course 
 
 

Subject     Periods per Week 
Wānanga       5 hours 
English       3 hours 
Maths       3 hours 
Science       3 hours 
Social Studies      3 hours 
Health       2 hours 
Option Line 1      2 hours 
Option Line 2      2 hours 
Option Line 3      2 hours 
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 Each student must choose three options in each semester. 
 Students study 3 options at any one time but can swap to another 

option subject at mid-year for the second semester. Each semester 
course will be different, not just a repeat. 

 Language options (Te Reo Māori & Japanese) MUST be studied for a 
whole year. 

 
Here are some examples: 
 

 Semester 1 Semester 2 Notes 
 

Example A 
 

Japanese 
 

Japanese 
If you want to take a 
language then you 
need to take it for a 
whole year 

 
Example B 

 
Home Economics 

 
Home Economics 

You can take an option 
subject for a whole 
year if you choose to. 
Each semester will be 
different, not a repeat. 

 
Example C 

 
Art 

 
Drama 

You can choose an 
option in semester 1 
then change to a 
different option in 
semester 2. 

 
 

 Take a range of option subjects. Try some new ones. You might be 
surprised by what you enjoy and become good at.  
 

 It is important to try new things at your stage of learning. 
 

 You need to choose all your option subjects for both semesters now. 
There will be an opportunity to change if you need to later next year. 
 

 Talk to your teachers about your choices. You may find you have to 
take an option in Year 9 if you want to study that option in Year 10 
(e.g. Languages) 

 
The option choice form must be completed and returned to your 
dean no later than 27 August 2021. 
 
 
 

How to Choose your Course 
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Name of Course:   DVC: Design and Visual Communication 
Teacher in Charge: Mr O Richardson 
 
Year 10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enjoy all things design? Want to design, create, and make? Then choose DVC. DVC is about 
drawing, designing and creating things such as architecture, product design, landscape design, 
logos and then being able to use the amazing technology we have to offer such as the 3D 
printers and the laser cutter.  
Hands on learning, drawing, designing, creating, making! 
 
Semester One: (DVC) 
Design, Draw, Build, Create! 
Learn the secrets of good design and presentation layout. Continue to build on the drawing skills 
and find creative ways to communicate design.Use such design tools as Tinkercad and Fusion 
360. If you can draw it you can make it. Integrate your designs with digital technologies such as 
3D printing and laser cutting. Earn credits towards NCEA Level 1. 
 
Semester Two: (DVC) 
Same as above but different. Feel free to join us in Semester Two. Those that carry on from 
Semester One will be utilised in leadership roles as peer tutors. Creativity is the name of the 
game and we will be looking for opportunities. New challenges will be issued as will the 
opportunity to earn credits towards NCEA Level 1 (different from semester one). In addition to 
learning the secrets of good design and presentation layout. You can use your skills to design 
such things as a tiny house or investigate landscape design. Unleash the power of your mind. 
More Hands on. 
Be Creative! Be Excellent! 
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Name of Course:    Year 10 Creative Manufacturing (Engineering) 
Teacher in Charge: Mr I Rees 

   

“Manufacturing is more than just putting parts together. It's coming up 
with ideas, testing principles and perfecting the engineering, as well 
as final assembly.” – James Dyson                                                                                      

In Year 10 you can learn more about manufacturing processes and the skills 
required to make a range of products. 

Learn how to use hand tools, powered machinery and fabrication processes to 
produce a quality item in this exciting subject area. 

Create your ideas with computer aided design packages and operate computer 
aided manufacturing machines. Work with 3D printers to make amazing shapes 

No sitting at desks, very little writing, lots of practical workshop time plus skills 
for life and future employment. 

 

 Be creative!  Be excellent! 

Semester Two: 

Same as above but different.  Feel free to join us in Semester Two.  Those that carry on 
from Semester One will be certified and used as peer tutors.  Creativity is the name of 
the game and we will be looking for opportunities.  Ever thought about making a book – 
fixing your bike – scooter – skateboard – learn how to spay-paint. 

More Hands on 

More Fun 

Be Creative!  Be Excellent! 
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Name of Course:     Multi-Material Technology 
Teacher in Charge:  Mr Down 
HOD:    Matua Uai 
 
 
 

   
 
Year 10 

Semester One and two 
 
Interested in the trades construction industry?  

If you want to learn to develop your skills in designing and producing a range of 
different projects using a range of hard materials, then this is the subject for you. 

We have a well equipped workshop and set a high standard for students to strive 
for. 

You will learn how to use hand tools and power tools and begin to extend on the 
key skills needed to thrive in the construction industry. 
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Name of Course: Information & Communication Technology 
 (ICT) 
Teacher in Charge:  Mrs R Close (HOD) 
 
 

Semester A -  ICT Skills I 
 
In this course there are no prerequisites and each of these aspects are at a 
deeper and accelerated level to the Year 9 course. Students will complete 
modules in word processing, programming languages, basic spreadsheets 
and charts, and internet use. They will also combine these skills to 
complete practical projects. This course is a useful stand-alone course for 
all students, and provides a good foundation for those intending to take 
Digital Technology, Level 1 NCEA. 
 
Semester B -  ICT Skills II 
 
In this course there are no prerequisites and each of these aspects are at a 
deeper and accelerated level to the Year 9 course. Students will complete 
modules in programming languages, graphic design, Photoshop, Publisher, 
Powerpoint and internet use. This course is a useful stand-alone course for 
all students, and provides a good foundation for those intending to take 
Digital Technology, Level 1 NCEA. 
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Name of Course: Digital Technologies (DT) 
Teacher in Charge:  Mr B Carter 
 
 

Semester One - Game and Application Development 
 
In this course, there are no prerequisites. You will learn more programming languages 
(code) to develop both an application and a game. You will gain experience in teamwork 
and collaboration through the development of your creations in this project-oriented 
course. This is an extension to the Year 9 course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Semester Two - Electronics and Robotics 
 
In this course, there are no prerequisites. You will learn more programming languages 
(code), basics of electrical circuits, robotics, and 3D modelling. You will experience 
teamwork and collaboration in this project-oriented course. This is an extension to the 
Year 9 course. 
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Name of Course: Performing Arts: Drama 
Teacher in Charge:  Mrs J Clark (HOD) 
 
Year 10 
 
 
Performing Arts requires imagination, confidence and teamwork. Students will work in groups to 
create performance pieces to show to an audience. Students will need to enjoy movement and 
expressing themselves physically. They will be storytellers and use their bodies to create 
interesting characters. They will work with others by listening and sharing ideas. They can 
develop concentration and control on stage. They will learn the physical techniques of acting as 
they grow into effective and engaging performers.  
 
Semester One: Performing in Theatre Style for an audience 
Students will learn about different kinds of theatre by researching the history, the stages, 
costumes and stories. Students will learn how to use appropriate acting skills. Pieces will be 
created and performed for an audience, for example at the Shakespeare Festival, Arts Evening, 
the Musical Theatre Showcase or for community audiences. A range of theatre forms will be 
covered such as Shakespeare’s work, contemporary Musical Theatre, Theatre Sports 
improvisation, Clowning and Stand-up Comedy. Students will also be involved in designing and 
creating sets, lighting, multimedia, costumes, props and makeup as needed for each theatre 
form. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semester Two: Our stories, our way. 
Performing Arts requires creative zeal, passionate ideas and brave risk-taking. We will be 
looking at political and social issues expressed in NZ Theatre; exploring the diversity of cultures 
expressed by local writers. Students will work with ideas, researching, selecting and creating 
their own scripted and devised shows so they need to enjoy making up stories, sharing ideas 
and using language. They will find effective ways to communicate with their community through 
theatre and multimedia. They will challenge themselves to make theatre which makes a 
difference. 
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Name of Course: Performing Arts – Music 
Teacher in Charge:  Mrs K Beer (HOD) 
 
Year 10 
 
Music Arts is a great place to learn about and perform a variety of different music styles, 
including blues, reggae, hip-hop, R’n’B, rock, pop and musical theatre. During this 
course you will study contemporary music, you will receive regular tuition on your 
chosen instrument, as well as getting the chance to form bands, rehearse and perform. 
This is a performance course and both semesters will require performances to an 
audience.    
PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TAKING MUSIC AT NCEA 
LEVEL YOU MUST COMPLETE BOTH SEMESTERS OF THIS COURSE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semester One: Performance Music 
 
This first semester is practical and performance focused. During this term, students 
will develop capability in their chosen instrument, as well as practise and rehearsal 
skills. We will also develop essential stagecraft and performance presentation skills. 
Students will implement and record their progress using technology. This will include the 
use of PA systems and running sound in performances. Students will perform and be 
assessed in both solo performance and group performance. By the end of the semester 
you will have gained more confidence in performing.  
 
Semester Two: Music History and Performance 

During this semester we study and research music in social settings. Here we look at 
music of the civil rights movement and other important historical moments. We will 
research, play and perform this important music, sharing it through performance. Later 
on we will look at composition concepts looking at a variety of composing ideas which 
will include, film music, advertising jingles and song writing. Students will develop their  
ideas on a chosen composition form to construct their own music. This will include the 
process of recording music. Students will write and perform a piece of music which will 
form the assessment for this semester. During this time students will continue to 
develop their skills on their chosen instruments. By the end of the semester you will 
have gained a knowledge and understanding on how to compose music. 
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Name of Course: Physical Education 
Teacher in Charge:   Mr I Hilliard 
 

In Physical Education, learners explore a wide range of wellbeing and physical activity 
concepts in a practical, movement-orientated environment. Students who choose 
Physical Education need to be willing to involve themselves fully in practical physical 
activities, work cooperatively alongside others, and reflect on the positive impacts that 
participation has on themselves, others and the wider community.  
 

 
 
 
By selecting this subject you will have the opportunity to develop: 

1. physical skills in a range of team and individual sports 
2. knowledge and skills which will enable you to increase personal fitness 
3. a sense of the value of lifelong recreational activity 
4. interpersonal and leadership skills 

 
 
Practical activities will include: golf, bowls, badminton, netball, football, athletics, 
volleyball, ki o rahi, weight training.  
 
The Physical Education course is divided into two semesters. If you wish to have 
Physical Education on your timetable all year, you will need to choose both semesters, 
or feel free just to come and get involved for one semester!   
 
Note: From 2021, Physical Education is not a compulsory course for Year 10. If 
you want to do PE, you need to choose it.  
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Name of Course: Visual Arts 
Teacher in Charge:  Whaea R Clemence (HOD) 
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Name of Course: Japanese 
Teacher in Charge:  Mr N Williams (HOD) 
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Name of Course: Te Reo me ōna tikanga 
Teacher in Charge:  Whaea Jo Waerehu 

 
Year 10 
 
Te reo Māori and tikanga Māori are intertwined and gives access to te ao Māori (the 
Māori world) and to Māori world views. The insights and experiences gained by learning 
the language will enrich and broaden understandings of the uniqueness and complexity 
of te ao Māori. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
There are four kaupapa that will be covered: 
 
1. Whānaungatanga  
 Family, friends and community. 
2. Ahurea  
 Beliefs and values using myths and legends. 
3. Wā whakanui  
 Celebrations, hakari (feast) 
4. Whakaraka  
 String games, hand games 
 
There are also opportunities to participate in kapahaka, manu kōrero, kai and visit a 
local marae. 
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Name of Course: ESOL 
Teacher in Charge:  Ms D Truter 
 
Year 10 

This option is designed for all students who are English Language Learners (ELL). This 
includes students from a non-English speaking background; students who have one or 
more foreign-born parent and students who speak another language at home. Students 
will develop their knowledge of English vocabulary, grammar and syntax, as well as 
practising their English reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  

The Year 10 ESOL course will start preparing students for success in NCEA through the 
teaching of academic vocabulary and strategies for speaking, writing, reading and 
listening comprehension. A wide variety of language games and activities will be used to 
make learning more meaningful and enjoyable. Students will use both traditional and 
digital resources for learning. All learning materials will be provided.  

Students may take the ESOL option in Semester One, Semester Two or for the full year, 
depending on their English language proficiency. Each student will have a chance to 
discuss with their ESOL teacher which option is best for them before making their 
selection.  

Semester One Focus: Reading and Writing  
 

 grammar: parts of speech; figurative language; punctuation; spelling 
 syntax: cohesive writing using phrases and complex sentences, conjunctions 

and connectives, perfect and modal verbs 
 vocabulary building: synonyms and word families  
 reading strategies - studying and analysing written texts; 
 writing responses to texts 

Semester Two Focus: Listening, Speaking and Presenting 
  

 NCEA language preparation   
 critical thinking and research skills 
 different ways to share your knowledge 
 presentation skills 
 public speaking confidence  
 essay writing - different text types 
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Name of Course:     Home Economics 
Teacher in Charge: Miss A Taylor (HOD) 
 
Semester 1 
 
“Designer Food Challenge” 
 
Students interested in using design concepts to recreate a common 
dish, using nutritional ideas (including allergies) will enjoy this option. 
 
What we will do: 

 Individual profiling to make it relevant 
 Food models 
 Budgeting a food plan 
 Looking at specific dietary needs (vegetarian, vegan, gluten 

free)  
 Recreating your own burger design 
 Marketing  
 Practicals tailored to suit this course 

 
By the end of the semester: 

 Students will understand the design concepts. 
 Students will be able to budget food plans 
 They will be able to design a concept based on an individuals needs. 

 
 
Semester 2  
 
“Food Culture: What’s changing?” 
 
Students who like experimenting with food flavours from 
around the world and how foods have developed over time 
in New Zealand will enjoy taking this course 
 
What we will do: 

 Looking at NZ’s food history 
 Looking at influences of change in food in NZ from overseas 
 Practicals from around the world 
 Media and advertising around food 
 Looking at redesigning a common kiwi takeaway food for sale at international food store 

 
By the end of the semester: 

 Students will have an understanding on the influence of outside factors that have created 
change in New Zealanders eating trends 

 They will have experimented with foods and flavours from around the world. 
 They would have recreated a dish that can be sold for consumption 
 They will look at the influence that media has on our eating habits  
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Name of Course: Textiles Technology 
Teacher in Charge:  Miss L Laycock 
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Name of Course: Enterprise Studies 
Teacher in Charge:    Mr R Gibson 
  
This course is designed to give students 
an introduction to the economic principles 
that are important to producers 
and consumers as they confront the 
economic problem of scarcity. For 
business in particular you will gain 
an insight and investigate into some of the 
factors that are essential to business 
success. 

 

 
If you enjoyed the Business and Enterprise Kete in Years 7, 8 and 9 and you want to 
develop your financial skills and learn about your consumer rights and responsibilities 
in the economy then this subject option is for you.  
 
You will develop new skills needed in today’s job market, including self-confidence, 
communication skills and enhanced resilience. 

Semester One: Introduction to 
Economics & Business 

You will develop an understanding of:  

- What has made people successful as 
entrepreneurs and business people. 
 
- What it means to be innovative through 
participating in Social Enterprise activities. 
 
- Introductory microeconomics, including 
the concepts of supply and demand. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Semester Two: Entrepreneurship and 
Financial Reporting 

You will learn about the different roles 
and responsibilities in business, and 
have a chance to try different roles. 

You will develop an understanding of 
the ‘Marketing Mix’ and apply it to a 
product of your creation.  

You will learn the different components 
of a comprehensive business plan and 
have the opportunity to put this plan into 
action in a ‘Market Day’ event. 

This course is a great introduction to the Level 1 NCEA Business Studies and 
Economics course in Year 11. 


